Introduction
The practice of implanting foreign bodies into the penis for psychosexual reasons has been reported in journals of urology, radiology, and dermatology.'-4 It has not, to our knowledge, been reported in journals of venereology. Venereologists should be familiar with this practice, which may otherwise be mistaken for other pathological conditions. We here report three cases seen at this hospital to illustrate the clinical features of the practice, and the resulting complications in one patient.
Case reports CASE 2 A Singaporean Chinese man aged 20 who presented to the sexually transmitted disease (STD) clinic at this hospital for routine investigation was found to have a hard, non-tender subcutaneous nodule measuring 1 5 X 0 5 cm on the ventral aspect of the prepuce, just lateral to the median raphe. The overlying skin was normal, and the nodule moved freely with preputial retraction (fig 1) . No other abnormalities were found, and the regional lymph nodes were not enlarged. A foreign body, calcification of the penis, or a median raphe cyst were considered as possible diagnoses.
Despite repeated questioning, the patient denied having implanted any object into the penis, but agreed to an operation. A yellow plastic bead measuring 1-35 X 0 65 cm (fig 2) was easily extruded through a small incision over the nodules. history of pain and swelling of the penis. This had followed the implantation of "pearls" via multiple puncture sites by a non-medical person in Thailand two weeks before.
Examination showed inflammation and induration of the skin of the middle and distal third of the penile shaft. Seven infected ulcers were seen corresponding to the puncture sites, four on the dorsal and three on the ventral aspects of the shaft (fig 3) . Several firm irregularities were palpable within the area of induration. The regional lymph nodes were enlarged and tender. Wound infection after implantation of a foreign body was diagnosed, and a 10 day course of ampicillin 250 mg and cloxacillin 250 mg every six hours was prescribed. The patient defaulted from follow up, however, and was not seen again. 
